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Prelimsure Test-14 Detailed Answerkey

India has 11 UNESCO recognised Biosphere Reserves. They are Nilgiri, Gulf of Mannar,
Sunderbans, Nanda Devi, Nokrek, Pachmarhi, Similipal, Achanakmar-Amarkantak, Great Nicobar,
Agasthyamala and Khangchendzonga

The Basel Convention is for the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and
Their Disposal. It was designed to reduce the movements of hazardous waste between nations, and
specifically to prevent transfer of hazardous waste from developed to less developed countries
(LDCs). It does not, however, address the movement of radioactive waste.

The Minamata Convention on Mercury is an international treaty designed to protect human health
and the environment from anthropogenic emissions and releases of mercury and mercury
compounds.

Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants is an international environmental treaty
that aims to eliminate or restrict the production and use of persistent organic pollutants (POPs).

Logical. Think of Colour Blindness. We cannot see some colours as it is. Now relate.

Plant blindness is a form of cognitive bias, which in its broadest meaning, is a human tendency to
ignore plant species.

This includes such phenomena as not noticing plants in the surrounding environment, not
recognizing the importance of plant life to the whole biosphere and to human affairs, a
philosophical view of plants as an inferior form of life to animals and/or the inability to appreciate
the unique features or aesthetics of plants.

DMFs were instituted under the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) (MMDR)
Amendment Act 2015 as non-profit trusts to work for the interest and benefit of persons and areas
affected by mining-related operations.

Its objectives and aims make it clear that DMFs are meant to alleviate poverty and improve human
development indicators. Hence they should be more aligned to state and district planning
departments along with other concerned departments that overlook the high priority issues.
However, in reality, in all the states except Odisha the DMF is under the mines department.

The Galilee Basin is a large inland geological basin in the western Queensland region of Australia.
Australia has given the final approval for construction to begin on a controversial coal mine to be
built by Indian company Adani. The mine, in Queensland's Galilee Basin, has been the subject of
years of hold-ups over environmental approvals.

Sea of Galilee is in Israel. The Sea of Galilee Lake Tiberias, Kinneret or Kinnereth, is a freshwater
lake in Israel. The Sea of Galilee is situated in northeast Israel, between the Golan Heights and the
Galilee region, in the Jordan Rift Valley.
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Dirty dozens are the 12 persistent organic pollutants. These were the 12 initial compounds that
were listed under the Stockholm convention. These are aldrin, chlordane, DDT, dieldrin, dioxins,
endrin, furans, heptachlor, hexachlorobenzene, mirex, PCBs, and toxaphene.

India is planning to launch its own space station by 2030, joining the league of US, Russia, and
China to an elite space club. A space station is a habitable spacecraft capable of supporting human
crewmembers and designed to remain in space. As of now, the International Space Station (I1SS) is
the only fully functioning space station and largest human-made body in low Earth orbit.

ISRO (Indian Space Research Organisation) is working on space docking experiment (Spadex), a
technology that is crucial for making the space station functional. Space docking is a technology
that allows transferring humans from one spacecraft to another.

A tiger reserve has two zones — core and buffer. In the buffer zone, human activity is allowed.
Guidelines of the NTCA are strict in such a way that it does not allow more than 20 per cent area
of a tiger reserve to be used for tourism.

Biosphere reserves are created by merely a notification and they do not require legislation. National
parks, wildlife sanctuaries, tiger reserves, community reserves, conservation reserves are backed
up by the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.

Shola forests are found all along the upper reaches of the Western Ghats particularly in the
Anamalai, Palani, Nilgiri hills. Manas national park is in the state of Assam, can be eliminated
easily.

Bandhavgarh National Park is in the central Indian state of Madhya Pradesh. Western Ghats do not
pass through Madhya Pradesh.

Kawal Tiger Reserve is located in Telangana state of India which is mainly a part of the Eastern
Ghats and thus shola forests will not be present ideally.

MOoEFCC had issued national guidelines on FFPM in 2000 but they are no longer being
implemented.

Forest officers point out that fires are often started by private citizens doing early-season burning
in forest near settlements and agricultural lands.

Collection of non-timber forest products (NTFPs) was reported as a main cause of fire. People may
burn to aid in the collection of flowers from the mahua tree for food or to brew alcohol.
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The DNA Technology (Use And Application) Regulation Bill, 2019 was introduced in the Lok
Sabha. The bill which is also known as the DNA profiling bill, tries to check use of DNA
technology to establish the identity of a person. According to the government, the DNA technology
bill aims to establish the identity of missing persons, victims, offenders, under trials and unknown
deceased persons.

DNA Index System - It is a first-of-its-kind initiative which allows generation of DNA profiles
from live samples like saliva and blood stains within 90-120 minutes. Andhra Pradesh became the
first state in the country to launch DNA Index System (DIS) for DNA profiling of criminals.

More than 70 per cent of all the species recorded are animals, while plants (including algae, fungi,
bryophytes, gymnosperms and angiosperms) comprise no more than 22 per cent of the total.
Among animals, insects are the most species-rich taxonomic group, making up more than 70 per
cent of the total.

The number of fungi species in the world is more than the combined total of the species of fishes,
amphibians, reptiles and mammals.

The US H-1B visa is a non-immigrant visa that allows US companies to employ graduate level
workers in specialty occupations. Speciality occupations requires theoretical or technical expertise
in specialized fields such as in IT, finance, accounting, architecture, engineering, mathematics,
science, medicine, etc.

Any professional level job that usually requires you to have a bachelor’s degree or higher can come
under the H-1B visa for specialty occupations.

H-1B visa holders can bring their spouse and children under 21 years of age to the US under the
H-4 Visa category as dependents. An H4 Visa holder is allowed to remain in the US as long as the
H-1B visa holder remains in legal status.

While, an H-4 visa holder is not eligible to work in the US, they may attend school, obtain a driver's
license and open a bank account while in the US.

H1B visa holders are also allowed to apply for permanent residency in the US as well as buy or sell
property in the country.

The South Asia Wildlife Enforcement Network has been formally launched at an inter-
governmental meeting hosted by the Royal Government of Bhutan opening a new chapter in
regional cooperation in South Asia for strengthening wildlife law enforcement. It was agreed to
base the SAWEN Secretariat in Nepal.

Ecosystem services are the many and varied benefits that humans freely gain from the natural
environment and from properly-functioning ecosystems.

Collectively, these benefits are becoming known as ‘ecosystem services’, and are often integral to
the provisioning of clean drinking water, the decomposition of wastes, and the natural pollination
of crops and other plants.
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Among the options given, Indravati can be used to reach the answer. As learned in geography,
Indravati river rises in the state of Odisha and flows through Chattisgarh before joining Godavari
as a tributary.

Thus, options Jharkhand and Madhya Pradesh are eliminated. The national parks Guru Ghasidas,
Indravati and Kanger Valley are all located in the state of Chattisgarh.

Alpha diversity is just the diversity of each site (local species pool). Beta diversity represents the
differences in species composition among sites. Gamma diversity is the diversity of the entire
landscape (regional species pool). Among these, alpha and gamma diversity are fairly
straightforward

The Kigali Amendment is a legally binding agreement and considered very vital for reaching the
Paris Agreement target of keeping global temperature rise to below 2-degree Celsius compared to
pre-industrial times.

For the first time in the Montreal mechanism, developing countries got divided into two different
groups with different phasedown schedules.

The amendment, which will come into force in 2019, will ensure that the developed countries
eliminate at least 85% of their HFCs from the baseline period of 2011-13 by the year 2036.

The Chinese group of developing countries has the target of eliminating 80% of their 2020-22
baseline HFC use by the year 2045, while the Indian group will have to phase out 85% of their
baseline HFCs by the year 2047.

Dachigam National Park is located 22 kilometers from Srinagar, Jammu and Kashmir.
It covers an area of 141 square kilometers from Srinagar, Jammu and Kashmir. The main animal
species that Dachigam is most famous for is the Hangul, or the Kashmir Stag.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in the Union Budget announced a bunch of policy actions to
make owning and manufacturing electric vehicles (EVs) cheaper in the country.

Among other things, the government has moved to reduce the goods and services tax (GST) on EV
purchases to 5% from the existing rate of 12%.

Customers will also get an additional income tax relaxation of up to Rs1.5 lakh against interest
payments on any loan that they take to buy an EV. This raises the total rebate that can be availed
on the interest on EV loans to Rs2.5 lakh, including an earlier Rs1 lakh allowance.

The Union Budget also included the proposal for custom duty exemption on import of specific
components that are needed by EV manufacturers. The new proposals will be in addition to the
10,000 crore allocated for EVs under the FAME Il scheme and includes solar storage batteries and
charging infrastructure as well. FAME Scheme is under Ministry of Heavy Industries & Public
Enterprises
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Cycads are seed plants which usually have a woody trunk with a crown of large , hard evergreen
leaves. Beetles are insects who feed on plant species such as cycads for food.

Beetles are small and relatively defenseless creatures and thus a variety of mammals hunt them.
Rodents and small carnivores frequently consume beetles.

Sunlight helps in photosynthesis, soil provides minerals, water etc; relief helps in development of
soil. Human activities can alter or fully destroy a vegetation community.

An association of different organisms forming a closely integrated community that include plants
and animals.

Ireland is part of EU. From Brexit Related news it can be easily understood. Also Russia isn’t part
of EU.
Now eliminate the options to reach the answer.

A climax community is an ecological community in which populations of plants or animals remain
stable and exist in balance with each other and their environment.

A climax community is the final stage of succession, remaining relatively unchanged until
destroyed by an event such as fire or human interference. It's marked by high stability and high
diversity.

Biopiracy is the practice of commercially exploiting naturally occurring genetic material or
biochemical. Most of the indigenous people possess a traditional knowledge that mainly comprises
of genetic diversity and biological feature of the natural environment from generation to generation.
Some of the traditional knowledge that is relevant to global survival includes the following
components. (1) Medicinal Plants (2) Farming or Agriculture (3) Varieties of Food crops.

Example: Biopiracy of African super-sweet berries: Pentadiplandra brazzein is a plant found in the
west of South Africa. It is a vital source of protein known as Brazzein. Here, people use it as a low-
calorie sweetener. It is known to be two thousand times sweeter than sugar. Recent developments
include isolation of the gene encoding brazzein that has been sequenced and patented in the USA.

The Great Himalayan National Park Conservation Area is located in the western part of the
Himalayan Mountains in the northern Indian State of Himachal Pradesh. The property lies within
the ecologically distinct Western Himalayas at the junction between two of the world’s major
biogeographic realms, the Palearctic and Indomalayan Realms.
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Kishtwar and Kanchendzonga National Park can be easily eliminated because they both are located
far west and far east respectively.
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Nagaland’s Home Commissioner has issued a notification for setting up of the Register of
Indigenous Inhabitants of Nagaland (RIIN). The aim is to prepare a master list of all indigenous
peoples and check the issuance of fake indigenous inhabitant certificates.

The RIIN will be prepared after an extensive survey with the help of a village-wise and ward-wise
list of indigenous inhabitants based on official records. Also, It will be prepared under the
supervision of each district administration.

No fresh indigenous inhabitant certificate will be issued after the RIIN is completed except for
children born to the State’s indigenous inhabitants who will be issued indigenous certificates along
with birth certificates. The RIIN database will be updated accordingly.

The RIIN will also be integrated with the online system for Inner-Line Permit, a temporary
document non-inhabitants are required to possess for entry into and travel in Nagaland.

RIIN has been called as a variant of the National Register of Citizens (NRC) that the state of Assam
is updating to identify and weed out illegal immigrants in the state

Kolleru Lake is one of the largest freshwater lakes in India located in state of Andhra Pradesh and
forms the largest shallow freshwater lake in Asia, 15 kilometers away from the city of Eluru.
Kolleru is located between Krishna and Godavari deltas.

Women Health and Hygiene empowerment’ the biggest social movement of 21st century, Sanfe, a
leading feminine Hygiene brand has launched #RedDot Campaign to normalize period pain talk
for women. The campaign intends to generate widespread awareness around the discomfort caused
by a period pain in the life of women and how it restricts them from reaching new heights in various
walks of life.
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To spark conversations around period pain and allow women to embrace periods in the most
inspiring manner, #Red Dot campaign invites women to post a photo on social media with a RED
DOT on their hand and tag 2 friends or family members to do the same. Sanfe has partnered with
renowned NGO Pinkishe and The Better India to make Period Pain talks a mass movement.

On the other hand, it is the Red line campaign which aims to check the irrational use of antibiotics.

Manas National Park has been designated a National Park, UNESCO Natural World Heritage site,
a Project Tiger Reserve, an Elephant Reserve and a Biosphere Reserve in Assam, India. It is
Located in the Himalayan foothills, with a part extending to Bhutan.

Abu Dhabi hosted International Security Alliance (ISAs) first joint security exercise named
ISALEX109.
The mission of the Alliance is to promote internal security cooperation among its member
ministers, in particular with regards to the following strategic priorities:

o preventing and combating transnational organized crime;

o preventing and combating forms of radicalisation and violent extremism;

o the management of borders
India is not a member.
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The Global Carbon Project was established in 2001 by a shared partnership between the
International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme (IGBP), the International Human Dimensions
Programme on Global Environmental Change (IHDP), the World Climate Research Programme.
It was formed to support policy debate and implement action to slow down and ultimately stop the
increase of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere.

The project aims to strengthen the broad carbon research programs of nations and regions through
better coordination, articulation of goals, and development of conceptual frameworks.

India has more than 20% of geographical area under managed forests and thus under effective
conservation as well. It exceeds the targets set under the Aichi Target of having 17% forest cover.
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‘Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats’ is an on-going Centrally Sponsored Scheme where
the financial assistance is provided to State/UT Governments for protection and conservation of
wildlife and its habitats in Protected Areas as well as outside PAs.

The orange-finned mahseer is an iconic sport fish that is reported to be endemic to the Cauvery
basin. It is also known as the hump-back mahseer,

Pitti Island is the uninhabited coral islet of the Lakshadweep islands and it is host to a number of
marine birds. Amini Island and Pitti Island are a part of the sunken atoll, which is also well known
for the variety of birds.

The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety is a legally binding global protocol that seeks to contribute to
ensuring the safe transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms (LMOs) created through
modern biotechnology.
The Protocol covers the “transboundary movement, transit, handling and use of all living modified
organisms that may have adverse effects on the conservation and sustainable use of biological
diversity, taking into account risks to human health”.
It does not cover:

1. Products derived from LMOs (e.g. paper from GM trees)

2. LMOs which are pharmaceuticals for humans that are addressed by other relevant

international agreements or organizations

The Centre has approved setting up of e-Foreigner Tribunal (e-FT) in Assam.

Aim: To maintain a statewide bio-metric and biographic data and to capture the illegal migrants’
data to computerize data flow for all the stakeholders.

The proposed integrated e-FT IT system will be implemented across Assam for effective
monitoring and resolution of cases registered with Foreigner Tribunal.

The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety entered into force on 11 September 2003. It is a legally
binding international agreement under the United Nations' Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD). A protocol is a binding international instrument, separate from, but related to, another
treaty.

The protocol defines a ‘living modified organism’ as any living organism that possesses a novel
combination of genetic material obtained through the use of modern biotechnology, and ‘living
organism’ means any biological entity capable of transferring or replicating genetic material,
including sterile organisms, viruses and viroids.

‘Modern biotechnology’: is defined in the Protocol to mean the application of in vitro nucleic acid
techniques, or fusion of cells beyond the taxonomic family, that overcome natural physiological
reproductive or recombination barriers and that are not techniques used in traditional breeding and
selection.
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The Protocol applies to the transboundary movement, transit, handling and use of all living
modified organisms that may have adverse effects on the conservation and sustainable use of
biological diversity, taking also into account risks to human health.

A number of agreements under the World Trade Organization (WTO), such as the Agreement on
the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) and the Agreement on
Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement), and the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS), contain provisions that are relevant to the Protocol.

Indian Railways have launched “Operation Thirst”, as an all India drive to curb the menace of
selling unauthorized packaged drinking water in railway premises.

With the increase in the number of passengers traveling by railways (due to the closure of schools
& festive/marriage season) during peak summer, the demand for drinking water also increases.
The operation thirst drive was carried out in all major railway stations of the country on 8 and 9th
July 2019.

The Tropical Forest Alliance 2020 (TFA 2020) is a global public-private partnership in which
partners take voluntary actions to reduce the tropical deforestation associated with the sourcing of
commodities such as palm oil, soy, beef, and paper and pulp.

The Tropical Forest Alliance 2020 was founded in 2012 at Rio+20 after the Consumer Goods
Forum (CGF) committed to zero net deforestation by 2020 for palm oil, soy, beef, and paper and
pulp supply chains in 2010.

Astronomers have defined a new class of celestial objects called "Ploonets," which are orphaned
moons that have escaped the bonds of their planetary parents.

Planet + moon = Ploonet.

The researchers explain that the angular momentum between the planet and its moon results in the
moon escaping the gravitational pull of its parent.

A new study suggests that the moons of gas-giant exoplanets may break away into their own orbits.

The forty second amendment Clause (g) to Article 51A of the Indian constitution made it a
fundamental duty to protect and improve the natural environment.

Article 48A states “The State shall endeavour to protect and improve the environment and to
safeguard the forests and wildlife of the country”.

The Department of Environment was established in India in 1980 to ensure a healthy environment
for the country. This later became the Ministry of Environment and Forests in 1985. This Ministry
has overall responsibility for administering and enforcing environmental legislation and policies.
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Biodiversity prospecting or bioprospecting is the systematic search for biochemical and genetic
information in nature in order to develop commercially valuable products for pharmaceutical,
agricultural, cosmetic and other applications.
The phases of bioprospecting start with sample collection, isolation, characterisation and move to
product development and commercialisation.

The concept of Gls was pushed into the Agreement on Trade Related Intellectual Property (TRIPS)
regime by the EU as a way to protect its lucrative food and wine exports. Any association of
persons, producers, organisation or authority established by or under the law can apply.

Gl law protects the right of a group of producers to represent that their product is from the protected
region and stop people from outside the region from representing their products.

The Appellate Board or the Registrar of Geographical Indications has the power to remove the
geographical indication or an authorised user from the register.

The tropical evergreen forests are naturally found mainly in the Andaman and Nicobar islands,
Western slope of the Western Ghats and the North East India. Namdapha National Park is located
in Arunachal Pradesh where as Silent Valley is located in Kerala as well.

Wild Ass sanctuary is located in the Little Rann of Kutch in the state of Gujarat. The climate
surrounding this protected area is arid conditions, thus tropical rainforests are not naturally
observed in this protected area.

Recently a flock of five greater flamingoes were spotted on the Coast of Hope Island in East
Godavari River Estuarine Eco (EGREE) System after a long gap of 25 years.

Hope Island and Sacramento Island are important nesting sites for globally threatened Olive Ridley
turtles and green turtles and a good site for over 200 breeding fin and shellfish species.
Preparations coupled with the natural protection provided by the Coringa mangroves and Hope
Island have minimised the loss due to the cyclone Phethai. The cyclone that hit the coast at
Katrenikona in the Konaseema region of East Godavari district

The project named “Development of Kakinada Hope Island, Konaseema (Andhra Pradesh) as
World Class Coastal & Eco Tourism Circuit” which was sanctioned under the Swadesh Darshan
Scheme has been completed. Hope Island is situated 10 km from Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary

Forest Ecosystem Restoration Initiative (FERI) was developed by the Korea Forest Service of the
Republic of Korea, in cooperation with the Executive Secretary of the UNCBD.

FERI directly supports developing country Parties as they operationalize national targets and plans
for ecosystem conservation and restoration within the framework of the Strategic Plan and Aichi
Biodiversity Targets.
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Green Bonus is a new term in the environmental parlance denoting the money which is to be given
for the effort made by a country, state or community for preservation of green cover.

It is a compensation to be given to the people for the sacrifices they have made in preserving the
green cover, which not only benefits them, but also benefits others nearby and humanity as a whole.
Recently, 11 Himalayan States of India met in Dehradun, Uttarakhand, demanding a “green bonus”,
or a payment for environmental services they provide to the nation. This has brought to the surface
the long-standing problem of integration of the mountain regions with the mainstream India.

The Himalayan states stretch from J&K (which was still a State during the meet) to Tripura.The
ruling government had earlier committed a financial package to address the special developmental
needs of the Himalayan States. The Himalayan States argued that they paid a developmental price
for maintaining forests, rivers, and other environmental goods that help the rest of the country.

Located on the Chambal River near the tripoint of Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh,
it was first declared in Madhya Pradesh in 1978, and now constitutes a long narrow eco-reserve co-
administered by the three states.

UNSC Resolution 47 focuses on the complaint of the Government of India concerning the dispute
over the State of Jammu and Kashmir, that India took to the Security Council in January 1948.
After the first war in Kashmir (1947-1948), India approached the UN Security Council to bring the
conflict in Kashmir to the notice of Security Council members.

BIOFIN was initiated in response to the urgent global need to divert more finance from all possible
sources towards global and national biodiversity goals. UNDP and the European Commission had
launched The Biodiversity Finance Initiative - BIOFIN.

It was soon joined by the Governments of Germany and Switzerland, followed by the Governments
of Norway and Flanders in 2014. BIOFIN in India is led by the MOEFCC and hosted by the
National Biodiversity Authority, Government of India.

Any species that has any kind of interaction with plants will act as carrier and help in pollination.

Benefits of bioprospecting

The most important benefit is the medicinal properties of the plants and other organisms.Innovation
is promoted through bioprospecting, helping countries to develop new pharmaceutical products.
Even our indigenous medical system is heavily based on bioprospecting.

It also favours employment opportunities related to natural products.

The local community and business enterprises both benefit from the economic value of the plant
and organisms. The Convention on Biological Diversity, 1992 ensures that the benefits derived are
not abused by enterprises.
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It creates an incentive to monitor and preserve biodiversity in order to avoid the risk of losing
economic opportunities from competitors or extinction

Technology and knowledge transfer among countries is promoted through bioprospecting
Biodiversity conservation is boosted as local populations will become increasingly aware of the
potential economic value of natural habitats.

Traditional culture and habits are preserved by rediscovering ancient native practices.

Challenges of bioprospecting

Bioprospecting is time-consuming which enhances the risk in terms of expected returns.There is
no certainty of returns and success rate is very low.

Traditional knowledge bears the risk of biopiracy and intellectual property, especially for the
countries who are not parties to Nagoya Protocol and where the local law enforcement is weak in
this area.

Unequal capacities of host country stakeholders lead to unfair negotiation outcomes over benefit
sharing. The negotiation of bioprospecting contracts can be difficult, including the determination
of a fair price for exploration and commercialisation.

Bioprospecting involving marine environment is prone to legal risks, including of litigation in
multiple jurisdictions or conflicts of jurisdiction like in Antarctica.

Unsustainable harvesting of resources and other negative environmental impacts can damage the
biodiversity and environment.

The concerns can be largely dealt with stronger legal and enforcement mechanisms but the local
community and the enterprises will have to work responsibly to ensure that the prospects of
biodiversity are utilised sustainably.

WMO Greenhouse Gas Bulletin published today shows that globally averaged concentrations of
CO2 reached 407.8 parts per million in 2018, up from 405.5 ppm in 2017. Global levels of CO2
crossed the 400 ppm "benchmark™ in 2015.

Urban areas already account for the vast share of the world’s gross domestic product and more than
70 percent of GHG emissions

Logic: Think about Russia-India collaboration in India’s space missions like cryogenic technology
etc

Explanation: The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has recently approved
the setting up of ISRO Technical Liaison Unit (ITLU) at Moscow, Russia.

This will help ISRO to collaborate with Space agencies/industries in Russia and neighbouring
countries for mutually synergetic outcomes.

The mugger crocodile is widely distributed throughout Asia. Its range extends through Bangladesh,
Iran, India, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. It is an adaptive species that can survive in a wide
range of habitats.
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The saltwater crocodile is a crocodilian native to saltwater habitats and brackish wetlands from
India's east coast across Southeast Asia and the Sundaic region to northern Australia and
Micronesia. As the name suggests, it exists in major salt water areas.

Gharials are long crocodiles native to northern India and are distinguished by their long, narrow
snouts. They are naturally found in the Chambal river.
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Numerous exploration companies have turned their attention to the vast Lithium Triangle in
Argentina, Chile and Bolivia. It has been estimated that South America’s Lithium Triangle hosts
about 54% of the world’s lithium resources.
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Among the States, Kerala and Himachal Pradesh are the front runners with an SDG India Index
score of 69. Among the UTs, Chandigarh is a front-runner with a score of 68.

Kerala’s top rank is attributed to its superior performance in providing good health, reducing
hunger, achieving gender equality and providing quality education.

Himachal Pradesh ranks high in providing clean water and sanitation, in reducing inequalities and
preserving mountain ecosystem.

Among the UTs, Chandigarh takes the lead because of its exemplary performance in providing
clean water and sanitation to its people.

On the other hand states like Assam, Bihar and UP have featured badly in the index as their score
was below 49.
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The Index can be useful to States/UTs in assessing their starting point on the SDGs in the following
ways, by

Supporting States/UTs to benchmark their progress against national targets and performance of
their peers to understand the reasons for differential performance and devise better strategies to
achieve the SDGs by 2030

Supporting States/UTs to identify priority areas in which they need to invest and improve by
enabling them to measure incremental progress.

Highlighting data gaps related across SDGs for India to develop its statistical systems at the national
and State levels.

National Agricultural Higher Education Project: The ICAR has recently launched Rs 1100 crore
ambitious National Agricultural Higher Education Project (NAHEP) to attract talent and strengthen
higher agricultural education in the country.

This project will be funded by the World Bank and the Indian Government on a 50:50 basis.

The objective of the NAHEP for India is to support participating agricultural universities and ICAR
in providing more relevant and higher quality education to Agricultural University students.

In addition, a four year degree in Agriculture, Horticulture, Fisheries and Forestry has been declared
a professional degree.

SDGs and India’s Commitment

Clean Fuel
=> India introduces BS-VI petrol and diesel.
=> Delhi will be the first city to leapfrog from BS-1V to BS-VI.
- 13 major cities like Mumbai, Chennai, Bengaluru, etc. will make the shift from 1st Jan
2019.
- The rest of the country will make the change from April 2020 next year.
No Plastics
- India has pledged to eliminate all single-use plastic in the country by 2022.
International Solar Alliance (ISA)
= ISA is a group of 121 solar rich countries which are situated either on or between the
tropics.
- Aims to deploy over 1000 GW of solar energy and mobilize more than $1000 billion into
solar power by 2030.
Climate Change
- To reduce the emissions intensity of its GDP by 33 to 35 percent by 2030 from 2005 leve